
CITY OF OVID         Approved on 2/8/2021 
REGULAR MEETING  
JANUARY 11, 2021 
 
Mayor Lasher opened the regular meeting at 7:00 p.m. and led the pledge of allegiance. 
 
ROLL CALL:  Mr. Starn, Mr. Brown, Ms. Perrien, Mr. Ordiway, Mr. Lasher, Miss Hibbard and Mr. Williams. 
ABSENT:  None. 
EX OFFICIOS:  Rich Simpson – DPW Superintendent, Al Goodrich – Chief of Police, Liza Kusnier- Treasurer and Josy 
Medina – Clerk  
 
VISITORS: Dr. Mark Holley and Antone Haddad. 
 
AGENDA:  Mayor Lasher presented the agenda.  A motion was made by Mr. Brown, second by Ms. Perrien to 
approve the agenda as presented. 
   MOTION CARRIED 
MINUTES:  Ms. Perrien pointed a duplicated paragraph to be removed:  Discussion was held.  A motion was made 
by Mr. Brown, second by Williams to approve the minutes of December 14, 2020 as corrected and the Minutes 
of the Special Meeting held on December 29, 2020 as printed. 
   MOTION CARRIED  
INVOICE REGISTRY:  Questions were asked regarding vendors.  A motion was made by Mr. Williams, second by 
Miss. Hibbard to approve the checks as printed for the period of December 9, 2020, thru January 8, 2021. 
   MOTION CARRIED 
TREASURER:  Mrs. Kusnier submitted a report and asked that if there are any question’s she is available to answer 
them.   
 
Mrs. Kusnier also presented to the council a letter that was submitted by a resident regarding his utility account.  
Discussion was held.  A motion was made by Mr. Ordiway, second by Ms. Perrien to waive the check fee of $25 
to said account. 
   MOTION CARRIED 
POLICE:  Chief Goodrich reported that all is going well and the Officer Thelen is retiring.  He reported that they are 
still working on a case that resulted in a fatality on December 22, 2020. 
 
DPW:  Mr. Simpson went over his report.  He is working on his CCR (Consumer’s Confidence Report) for EGLE.  He 
also, is waiting for the riser for the manhole that needs to be repaired on East Front Street.   
 
A motion was made by Mr. Williams, second by Mr. Ordiway to accept the Treasure, Police & DPW reports as 
presented. 
   MOTION CARRIED 
NEW BUSINESS 

1. A motion was made by Mr. Ordiway, second by Mr. Brown to accept the list of Boards of  
Commissions and Committees as presented. 

MOTION CARRIED 
2. A motion was made by Mr. Brown, second by Mr. Williams to adopt resolution #2021-01 to 

authorize CAASA to purchase and finance an ambulance.  Roll Call was taken as follows:  AYES:  Miss Hibbard, 
Mr. Ordiway, Mr. Brown, Ms. Perrien, Mr. Williams, Mr. Starn and Mr. Lasher. 

RESOLUTION ADOPTED 
The resolution will be published in its entirety in the Weekly. 
 

3. A motion was made by Mr. Brown, second by Miss Hibbard to adopt resolution #2021-02 to  
Authorize $3 per capita and to eliminate the second option to donate a flat rate as discussed.  Roll Call was 
taken as follows:  AYES:  Mr. Brown, Mr. Ordiway, Mr. Starn, Ms. Perrien, Miss Hibbard, Mr. Williams, and Mr. 
Lasher. 



RESOLUTION ADOPTED 
The resolution will be published in its entirety in the Weekly. 
 

4. A motion was made by Mr. Starn, second by Ms. Perrien, to adopt resolution #2021-03 to accept the  
schedule meeting dates for the City of Ovid’s Council for the year 2021 to be the second Monday of the month. 
Roll Call was taken as follows:  AYES:  Mr. Williams, Miss Hibbard, Mr. Brown, Ms. Perrien, Mr. Ordiway, Mr. 
Starn and Mr. Lasher. 

RESOLUTION ADOPTED 
The resolution will be published in its entirety in the Weekly. 
 

5. A motion was made by Mr. Brown, second by Mr. Williams to reappoint Mr. Wells Monroe as  
a member of the Board of Review. 

MOTION CARRIED 
 

6. Bids were reviewed to purchase a new garage door for the DPW garage on the north end of the  
building.  Two bids were presented.  First bid was from Wayne Doors of St. Johns in the amount of $2,420.  Second 
bid is from North American O-H-D in the amount of $1,959.19.   
 
Ms. Kusnier asked if Mr. Simpson noticed that the bids were dated back in September of 2020?   
 
Mr. Simpson stated that he would contact them to find out if they will approve the purchase price. 
 
Discussion was held.  A motion was made that we accept the bid from North American O-H-D in the amount 
pending if they approve the bid price of $1,959.19. 
   MOTION CARRIED 
 

7. Mayor Lasher explained that we should think about creating a permit/bond for anyone doing  
construction on our Roads and Right of Ways of our streets.  We have Consumers wanting to come in and possibly 
have to cut into our road on a project to replace a service line.  They have already failed in reconstructing three 
other sites that they have worked on and not repaired so this is why he is asking what the Council thinks on this 
issue.  Discussion was held.   Mayor Lasher asked that the Clerk look into what other surrounding communities do 
for this type of construction and report back to the Council at our next meeting. 
 

8. Three bids were presented for the purchase of a new lawn mower.   First bid was from Capital  
Equipment in the amount of $14,200.  The second bid was from Alderman’s in the amount of $14,119.  The third 
bid was from Michigan Iron Metal in the amount of $13,700 and the fourth bid was from John Deere in the amount 
of $21,184.64.  Discussion was held.   A motion was made by Mr. Brown, second by Mr. Williams to award the 
bid to Capital Equipment if the bid is still valid and no more than $14,200.   
   MOTION CARRIED 
 
Mr. Simpson presented a quote for the Dissolved Oxygen Meter in the amount of $445.00 from HANNA 
Instruments.  Discussion was held.  A motion was made by Mr. Williams, second by Miss Hibbard to accept the 
quote for the Dissolved Oxygen Meter in the amount of $445.00 from HANNA Instruments.   
   MOTION CARRIED 
OLD BUSINESS: 

1. Mr. Simpson gave a report on the SAW Grant.  They are still working on doing the GIS part and  
then they are supposed to do a smoke test as well.  That notice will go in the paper before they do that.   
March is supposed to be the deadline. 
 

2. Mr. Starn presented the Council a live document that is in regards to the City’s UAP (Utility  
Assistance Program) that the sub-committee has been working on.  These documents are subject to change.  He 
asked that all Council members and Treasurer review the documents and email him any changes they may think 
needs to be done.  These documents are guidelines for the program.  Discussion was held as to reason why 



someone would complete an application for this program.  Our hope is that once this part is completed and in 
place, we then can put this on our website or Facebook to inform the public that this is an option for them to get 
assistance to pay their utility bill to the city.   

 
NOTED:  Eric Brown left the meeting at 8:04 for a call out. 
 
Mayor Lasher also informed the Council that he read in a MML article that the Governor has or will be signing an 
order to extend the shut offs until July.  So, we have time to look these documents over. 
 

3. Discussion was held on the employee’s cost share to their health insurance.  A motion was made by Miss  
Hibbard, second by Ms. Perrien to approve the cost share of health insurance to be 7 ½ % for each employee 
effective January 1, 2021.   
   MOTION CARRIED 
 
OMESA:  Mr. Williams reported that the Board conducted regular business and paid bills. 
 
PLANNING COMMISSION:  Mr. Starn reported that Ms. Perrien will be stepping down from the Commission.  We 
will be needing to find others to join and we plan to continue to work on the Master Plan for the city.   
 
Mayor Lasher asked that the look into again on possibly installing WiFi somewhere on city property for the public 
to use.  He asked that the Commission look into inquiring from other communities as to what type of problems 
they might have experienced having WiFi access to the public. 
 
BOARD OF REVIEW:  Dr. Mark Holley reported that the reassessment has been completed and that we have about 
28% increase in assessment values.  Clinton County tacked on another 4% for an increase of 32% in increased 
assessed values.  That is not the taxable values.  This past year everyone’s taxable values went up 1%.  The entire 
roll equalized so we are going to go.  We will send out the notice in February.  The State Tax Commission just 
recently changed the Poverty Exemption Law.  They are making it easier for people to file for poverty exemption.  
It will be something that they can carry over from year to year.  Next month he will present a new resolution that 
we will have to do regarding the Poverty Exemption Law that will incorporate the changes.  As for Board of Review 
we don’t know what is going to happen this year.  The Governor keeps changing things so we won’t know if we will 
be doing the meeting virtually, or face to face.  We just don’t know yet.  We still need to set our dates.   
 
The date will be the second Tuesday in March from 9 in the morning to 3 in the afternoon.  Then Wednesday from 
3 in the afternoon until 9 pm.  Another option the Tax Commission is talking about is cancelling it until later in the 
year.  Next month I will have an update.   
 
Mayor Lasher, Informed Dr. Holley, that the Nursing Home owners appealed the assessment.  And it will be going 
before the Tax Tribunal later in January and our attorney is handling this for us. 
 
He commented that the assessment amount is what they put on the form that they submitted so he believes that 
they won’t get anywhere with this. 
 
Mayor Lasher closed the meeting at 8:50 pm 
 
 
Josefina Medina, Clerk 
City of Ovid 
 


